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A new three-component reaction between alkyl aryl(hetaryl)ketoximes, acetylene, and aliphatic ketones
in the superbasic systems KOH/DMSO and LiOH/CsF/DMSO (70–90 �C, initial acetylene pressure 13–
15 atm, 5–60 min) affords novel 4-methylene-3-oxa-1-azabicyclo[3.1.0]hexanes in yields of up to 75%.
Using KOH/DMSO, the side products of the reaction are O-vinylketoximes and 2-aryl(hetaryl)pyrroles,
while with LiOH/CsF/DMSO, the reaction proves to be selective, only minor amounts of the corresponding
alkyl aryl(hetaryl) ketones being detectable.

� 2009 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.
The reaction of ketoximes with acetylenes in the presence of
superbasic systems MOH/DMSO (M = alkaline metal) provides a
simple general route to pyrroles1 and steadily keeps expanding
in scope and utility.2 The key intermediates of the reaction (O-
vinyloximes,3 hydroxypyrroline,1a,4 and 3H-pyrroles1a,5) are isola-
ble and are themselves interesting for organic synthesis.

Herein, we report on a new reaction between ketoximes 1–6
and acetylene in the presence of aliphatic ketones 7 and 8 using
typical pyrrole synthesis conditions. We have made the serendipi-
tous discovery that this three-component reaction affords 4-meth-
ylene-3-oxa-1-azabicyclo[3.1.0]hexanes 9–15, along with or
instead of the expected O-vinyloximes and pyrroles, with the
yields of the bicyclics reaching 75% (Scheme 1, Table 1).6

The reaction proceeds at 70–90 �C in 5–60 min using acetylene
gas (autoclave, initial pressure of acetylene at ambient tempera-
ture was 13–15 atm which reaches a maximum of 25–30 atm dur-
ing the reaction). The ketoxime/aliphatic ketone/MOH molar ratio
was 1:1:1. When the synthesis was carried out using the KOH/
DMSO system, the crude contained the major products 9–15 along
with small amounts of the corresponding O-vinylketoximes and
ll rights reserved.
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pyrroles (Scheme 1). With the superbase system LiOH/CsF/DMSO,
the reaction was more selective yielding products 9–15 without
any O-vinyloximes or pyrroles; minor side-products being
aryl(hetaryl)ketones instead (Scheme 1).

The structures of the 4-methylene-3-oxa-1-azabicyclo[3.1.0]-
hexanes 9–15 were assigned unambiguously by X-ray crystallo-
graphic analysis of 2,2-dimethyl-4-methylene-5-(1-pyrenyl)-3-
oxa-1-azabicyclo[3.1.0]hexane 12 (Fig. 1).

The oxazolidine heterocycle N(1)C(2)O(3)C(4)C(5) is signifi-
cantly distorted with maximum deviations of the atoms from the
plane being 0.15 Å [O(3)] and �0.11 Å to +0.12 Å [C(2) and C(4)].
The dihedral angle between the planes of the pyrene and oxazoli-
dine units is 113.4�. The aziridine N(1)C(1)C(5) ring and the oxazol-
idine moiety have a dihedral angle of 101.1�. The dihedral angle
between the planes of the pyrene and aziridine units is 122.0�.

The NMR (1H and 13C) spectra were also in agreement with the
structures of the 4-methylene-3-oxa-1-azabicyclo[3.1.0]hexanes.
Characteristic signals in the 1H NMR spectra of the bicycles 9–15
are the doublets for the exocyclic double bond protons HA

(3.83–4.16 ppm) and HB (4.36–4.51 ppm) and the singlets due to
the aziridine protons H1 and H2 (2.10–2.58 ppm). Assignments
of the 13C signals were based on 2D HSQC and HMBC spectra.
The observed correlations (Fig. 2) and the 1JC6–H1 � 175–176 Hz
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Table 1
4-Methylene-3-oxa-1-azabicyclo[3.1.0]hexanes 9–15 synthesized according to
Scheme 1
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and 1JC6–H2 � 166–167 Hz coupling values allowed the signals C5
(49.4–52.5 ppm) and C6 (34.6–37.7 ppm) of the aziridine moiety
to be assigned. The 15N chemical shift (�300.6 ppm) recorded for
compound 14 is typical of an aziridine ring.7
The formation of 4-methylene-3-oxa-1-azabicyclo[3.1.0]hex-
anes 9–15 can be rationalized as depicted in Scheme 2. The initially
formed O-vinyloxime A, a regular primary intermediate of pyrrole
synthesis from ketoximes and acetylene,1 undergoes intermolecu-
lar nucleophilic substitution at the nitrogen atom promoted by the
adjacent carbanionic center induced by the superbase (Neber8 or
Hoch-Campbell8b,9 azirine synthesis). The azirine B, thus gener-
ated, is then attacked by the acetylenic carbanion to give ethynyl
aziridine C (the nitrogen analog of the Favorsky reaction).10 The
latter is trapped by the ketone (the third component) to form a-
amino alcohol D which finally cyclizes to the 1,3-oxazolidine via
intramolecular nucleophilic addition to the ethynyl group.

In support of this mechanism is the fact that many dialkyl
ketoximes only give the expected 4-methylene-3-oxa-1-azabicy-
clo[3.1.0]hexanes in smaller yields under the studied conditions.
For example, in the case of acetoxime, only negligible amounts of
the expected bicycle 9 (7%, Table 1) were detected (1H NMR). This
corresponds to the weaker CH-acidity of the dialkyl ketoxime and
smaller positive charge at the oxime nitrogen atom owing to the
electron-donating effect of both alkyl substituents.

It is worthwhile to note that the 4-methylene-3-oxa-1-azabicy-
clo[3.1.0]hexane structure has not been studied in detail. To the
best of our knowledge, only one publication11 deals with such a
structure which was ascribed to dimers of aziridine aldehydes. 3-
Oxa-1-azabicyclo[3.1.0]hexan-2-ones12 are more well known
though they actually belong to the carbamate class of organic com-
pounds. These oxazolidinones are related to many natural and syn-
thetic molecules of significant biological activity, for example,
immunomodulators inhibiting intercellular communication be-
tween Th1 and Th2 macrophages13 and antimicrobial agents
against multidrug resistant Gram-positive bacteria.14 An oxazolid-
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inone analog of the muscarinic agonist pilocarpine is used for the
treatment of glaucoma.15 Other oxazolidinones are strong agonists
of a7 nicotinic receptors (a therapy for Alzheimer’s disease).16

In fact, 4-methylene-3-oxa-1-azabicyclo[3.1.0]hexanes 9–15
are novel heterocyclic systems in which the exocyclic double bond
is conjugated both with the oxygen atom and the aziridine ring.
The combination of the three pharmacologically and synthetically
important functional groups (aziridine, 1,3-oxazolidine, and enol
ether) in one molecule may impart to these heterocyclic systems
new properties uncommon for each functionality alone.

In conclusion, a three-component reaction between alkyl-
aryl(hetaryl)ketoximes, acetylene, and aliphatic ketones in the
presence of the superbases LiOH/CsF/DMSO and KOH/DMSO which
affords the novel heterocycles, 4-methylene-3-oxa-1-azabicy-
clo[3.1.0]hexanes, has been reported. The LiOH/CsF/DMSO super-
base catalyzes the reaction with greater selectively. Being readily
available from easily accessible and cheap starting materials, 4-
methylene-3-oxa-1-azabicyclo[3.1.0]hexanes have potential in
drug design and as building blocks for organic synthesis.
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